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i;,aqx Welfare Assaciation

Dear Community members

Activities the Iraqi Welfare Association are holding?

Become a Member and join our mailing list by sending your name, address, and contact

number to: Iraqi Welfare Association
259-269 Old Marylebone Road, London NW1 5RA
Email:mail @iragiwelfare.Or register online at: www.iraqiwelfare.org
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Al-Mahjer

Summeries of Arabic Edition

by Ahmed Shallal

lelsatlon built upon Tolerance

This article is a continuation of Dr. Ibrahim Al-Ati’s previous publication in the
last Al-Mahjer issue entitled “East and West”, which is subtitled ‘Civilisation
built upon Tolerance’. The writer explains how the Muslims’ conquest of Spain
was a stern test for the new conquerors in dealing with the population of the
Spanish Peninsula, to ensure the prevalence of equality without any
discrimination against the different races and religions.

After the departure of the first conquerors Musa bin Naseer and Tariq Bin Ziyad,
Spain went through centuries of stability, prosperity and peace. Their attitude in

=t providing tolerance for each community in Spain to practice its own faith has

lead a large number of the community to embrace Islam.
It is not an exaggeration to say that the Muslims were able to teach the Christians the concepts of
acceptance and tolerance, which they lacked and in need of.

Knowledge and etiquette; the essence of Civilisation

The first word revealed to the holy prophet by angel Gabriel was ‘Read’ (Sura al-al-Alaq). This
indicated the importance of knowledge and Teaching in Islam. At that time the tribe Quraish used to
live in ignorance (Jahilliya). When the oppression of Quraish reached its climax against the Muslims,
many Muslims on the advice of the Prophet migrated to Habasha (current Ethiopia), which was ruled
by a just Christian King, Nagashi. After long and severe interrogation of the Muslims, he came to the
conclusion that Islam, Christianity and Judaism have the same roots of origin, namely from the
Oneness of the Allah. The Nagashi then welcomed the Muslim refugees, and provided protection from
the infidel Quraish. History is teaching us that faith enriched with tolerance, understanding and
knowledge is superior to dispute and the concepts of discrimination among races and religions.

Contemplation and the accusation of infidelity
By Dr. Hussain Abo Soud (Author and Poet)

= Every now and then a new ‘fatwa’ appears on the horizon, triggering a negative
impact on the community (Omma), and igniting meaning and endless
arguments between Muslims. Among these are infidelity fatwas. Historically,
one of the early dispute among Muslims concerning accusations of infidelity
occurred to Malik bin Nuwayra in the “Ridda Wars” in the immediate period
following the death of the Prophet Mohammed (peace upon him). Malik was
killed by Khalid ibn al Waleed as some claimed he was an infidel and deserved
death, while others claimed he died as a Muslim and only refused to pay the
Islamic taxation.
Fatwas of infidelity can lead to instability among people of various religions and
beliefs, and may result in bloody and purposeless wars. Dispute and arguments should be solved
through reconciliation and communication among all parties involved.
Contemplation (Tafkeer), although similar in the Arabic pronunciation of Takfeer, addresses the issues
of logics, co-existence and tolerance, thus in many aspects opposing the Takfeer. Tafkeer results are
most likely to be positive for the Omma. In the case of a natural disaster, for example, the Tafkeer
pushes and encourage the provision to aid to victims, regardless of their colour, race or religion.
Conversely, the Takfeer may well oppose such aids to victims on the grounds that they reach the circle
of infidelity.
Our wise Qur’an teaches us that the “one who doesn’t believe doesn‘t harm”. It provided us with a
golden principle ‘you have your faith and I have mine’, the best blender of co-existence of a
community.

The Ambassador of Iraq in the UK visits the IWA

The Iragi Ambassador in the UK H.E. Dr. Salah Al-Shaikhly and the consular
general for the Iraqi Embassy Ali Al-Bayati visited the Iraqi Welfare Association
on 27/07/07 to offer their congratulations for the opening of its new main branch
in 3 Crawford Place. Welcoming them was the President of the Association Dr.
Alaa Amin, the Manager Shakir Shabaa and other members at the office. The
Ambassador expressed his appreciation for the services the Iraqi Welfare
Association was providing for the Iragi community, and also referring to the
importance of co-operation between all Iragis in the Modern Iraq. He also
highlighted the importance of honouring Iraqi scientists and inventors in the
west. In response, Dr. Alaa expressed his support for the Embassy’s projects
which aim to provide services for the Iraqi community such as the school project, in addition to offering
his thanks for the guests’ kind visit.

==

The Youths Sunday Sports Program

The Youth’s Football Program (for the age group 7-13yrs) of the Iraqi Welfare Association (IWA)
continuing its activity between 11am-1pm every Sunday, under the supervision of qualified youth
(Yousif al Kadhimi and Sayeed Ali al Hussaini). The club received a certification on Quality from the
Football Association FA. In addition, our team has participated in a competition in Willesden sports
centre. To our delight there has been an apparent increase in the number of people taking part in the
weekly training activities. We take this opportunity to ask parents to encourage their children to take
part in this youth program.
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The Forgotten Children of Irag

. Aseel was still pushing. She was groaning with every urge to push her baby out. Labour
@ was a tough ordeal, harder still with no pain-relief, doctor or midwife. These provisions

Al-Mahjer
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were expensive, even from the local public hospital. But, there was no option now, the
baby was not coming out and Aseel had been in labour for over three days.

It would be a long drive to the maternity
hospital in Diwaniyah, and there was no petrol
in the car — the whole city was waiting on a
delivery of petrol from Kuwait that still hadn’t
arrived. Aseel’s husband asked the only other
car owner in the neighbourhood for some of his
petrol — he agreed to part with his last drops of
petrol for a small profit.

After discretely tipping the security guard
outside the maternity hospital, they entered the
hospital without being searched. Aseel and her
husband knew it would be difficult finding
help at this time of night. Most doctors and
nurses would avoid travelling after nightfall,
which left hospitals almost devoid of health

Dr. Heba Al-Naseri

Liaison Officer, Iraqi
Medical Association
Senior House Officer
in Obstetrics and
Gynaecology,
Northwick Park
Hospital, London

professionals. Eventually a sleepy-eyed
midwife answered their calls. After the
exchanges of papers, notes and promises to
bring more notes, the midwife assisted in
delivering their first son, Amin.

Amin survived what is thought to be one of the
toughest milestones of his life — birth. But by
Iraqi standards his life of hardship had just
started.

Over 40% of Iraq’s population is under 15
years of age (World Health Organisation
[WHO}, 2006). Since the invasion in 2003 it is
estimated that 650, 000 excess Iraqi deaths
have occurred — a large number have been
children (Lancet, 2006). Not enough attention
has been drawn to these forgotten children and
to the causes of their deaths — leaving Iraqi
children to continue to die. When children are
lucky enough to survive car bombs, suicide
bombs and other violence, their extensive
injuries lead to a life of disability and
dependence — increasing the chance of death at
a later stage of their life.

Aseel went on to develop a serious kidney
infection, which meant she had to stay in
hospital. Amin had to be fed powdered milk —
diluted with tap water. There wasn’t enough
money to buy expensive formula milk, or
bottled water — their price had risen above the
increase in wages since 2003. The problems
with the intermittent electricity and gas supply
meant regular boiled water could not be
guaranteed. With the dormant waste and
sewage disposal systems, drinking-water is
more likely to be contaminated. About 90% of
childhood deaths are due to illnesses (WHO
EMRO, 2006). Malnutrition in a large
proportion of children means they are not well
equipped to handle otherwise simple infections

— suffering long-term consequences and death.
Hawra is now 8. She stopped going to school
when she moved to Diwaniyah from Baghdad
two years ago. Hawra’s father died four years
ago, and her mother struggles to raise her
alone. At least two children have been
kidnapped from outside the school gates in
Diwaniyah, only returned unharmed in
exchange for a very large sum of money. For
this reason Hawra spends most of her day
helping her aunt at home with the house chores
— like many children across Iraq. She has not
only missed out on her education (Adult
literacy rate in 2000 was only 56%, WHO), but
also her immunisations — putting her at risk of
preventable diseases, such as measles which
has increased in prevalence over the last few
years.

Amin and Hawra’s grandparents once boasted
of the high-quality dedicated public healthcare
system Iraq offered in the 1970s and early
1980s, attracting people from across the
region. Now, they pray for the most basic
provisions for their grandchildren. Many
children cannot wait for this to happen - Iraq’s
children continue to die in double numbers
every day.

Although we may not be successful in halting
the number of violent attacks everyday in Iraq,
the international humanitarian community can
still offer many provisions, services and basic
medical equipment to help alleviate the ailing
health system.

The Iraqi Medical Association took lead in
arranging a conference in July to remind other
UK-based organisations of the continuing
deterioration of the Iraqi Health System and
the many outstanding opportunities to help. We
were overwhelmed with the range of
organisations that are presently keen to
contribute towards this aim. In particular they
are helping us to provide essential specialised
medical equipment requested by our Iraqi
colleagues. We are also in discussion with the
Department for International Development on
how they can best meet the needs of the Iraqi
Health System.

This, in addition to sending shipments of basic
medical goods, medical textbooks and running
an exchange teaching and training
programmes with Iraqi Medical Professionals,
will go some way to reminding our sisters and
brothers in Iraq that their children remain far
from forgotten.
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imaginary boundaries and encouraged them to
pursue arrogant ideas, for they began to believe
that they were superior to the rest of the world.
Sayyid Qutb exemplifies this way of thinking in
his famous books, Ma‘alam fi al-Tariq and
Jahiliyat of the Twentieth Century (by his brother
Mohammad Qutb), as well as in many other
works. Not surprisingly, the combination of all
the factors described above resulted in a culture
of takfir (expulsion from the orbit of the faith or
Excommunication) of the most rigid type, the
like of which the Muslim world had not
experienced since the era of the
Kharijites(outsiders or secessionists) in the very
early years of Islamic history.

Although there were great reforming figures
such as Afghani, ‘Abduh and, in the recent past,
al-Sader, yet they were unable to arrest the rapid
decline. As Dr Ghayasuddin Siddiqui, the
Director of the Muslim Institute, has pointed out:
“There has been a decline and dwindling of ideas
since the period of Afghani and ‘Abduh over the
past hundred years or so, and we have today a
total intellectual apostasy.”

What we see today is the spread of the extremely
harsh mentality of takfir as interpreted by certain
institutions and groups, which refuse to accept
that they are part of a history that will continue its
march, or to negotiate with any other agency. The
extremists who assume the exclusive authority to
decide what is Islamic and what is not Islamic fall
into mainly one category that can be labelled the
external dimension. It includes the many smaller
groups, which are inspired by the ideas of Sayyid
Qutb, Mawdudi and others, as well as the early
fuquh?’ (jurisprudents) such as Ibn Taymiyyah.
They share a hatred of the modern states and
societies, and are indeed prepared to kill anyone
who does not support their views. Current
examples are Osama bin Laden of al-Qa‘idah
and the Groupe Islamique Armée (GIA) or the
Armed Islamic Group in Algeria, whose
members have taken it upon themselves to kill all
the Algerians who do not belong to their clique.
They consider themselves to be the only original
and pure form of Islamic reference and therefore
believe that they have the authority of God’s
exclusive representatives. In fact these Jahidi
groups which revolve around the thought and
method of Al Qaeda, as shown recently in Sharm
el Sheik and London and almost daily in Iraq, use
political fatwas(edicts) that were formulated by
Ibn Taymiyyah of which most notably two. First
called Ta’atrs (Arabic) 1 which basically means
human shield. i.e. when these groups attack the
enemy (Christians...etc) and non proper
Muslims and their collaborators and happen to
be among them a large numbers of Muslim then
it is OK to attack as these Muslims are simply
collateral damage and will go to Paradise. The
second frequent fatwa that used to justify their
actions called Al walah & Bara’a (Arabic) which
is literally means loyalty and disowning or
loyalty and repudiation. That is loyalty to proper
Muslims disowning and cast off to non Muslims
or improper Muslims such as Shia, or Sufis. . .etc.
This rule could also be used to kill any proper
Muslims, in their definitions and considered in
their eyes agent or proxy to the enemy. For

Sayyid Qutb

example Police or army in Iraq considered by
Zargawi as collaborators of the Americans and
therefore liable according to this Fatwa to be
killed and cast from the Muslim umma. The
questions is why killing the children in Iraq as
happened recently in Baghdad when 28 of them
were blown out to pieces and many more
seriously injured and the answer according to
them that these are sons of improper
Muslims(such as shia) and when they grow up
they will become improper.

There is the minor category that comprises the
internal dimension and represents fewer sectors
of society and embodied in the traditional social
and religious institutions, which assume the
authority to interpret and impose the rules of
Islam. In general, they do not treat religion in a
complementary way by making use of the
intellect or modern cultural education. Examples
are the promotion of the traditional means of “‘the
cleansing of shame”, otherwise known as
“honour killing”; the fatwas issued by traditional
Muslim scholars who condemn secularists as
apostates and who deem it lawful to kill them;
and the killing of civilian Iraqis in the name of
jihad against the Coalition forces occupying Iraq.
Itis owing to this serious lack of intellectual effort
that we believed in the importance of establishing
the IFID (International Forum for Islamic
Dialogue) in 1994 as a global network for
intellectuals. Consequently, we began to publish
Islam 21, that is, Islam for the twenty-first
century.

We believe that the key to a better future and the
stable development of Muslim nations lies in
developing modern interpretations of Islam, that
is, Muslim thought and attitudes that are
compatible with the contemporary world. As
Professor Ziauddin Sardar, a leading Muslim
writer, expressed it: “The mentality of extremists
is ahistoric. It abhors history and drains it of all
humanity and human content.”

The other aspect is the dire need for the
modernization of education in general, both
religious and secular, and the inclusion of civic
participation in particular.

In 2002, IFID began designing a course suitable
for young people and religious leaders on Civic

Muslim Participation. It was believed that
Muslims had reached a crisis in their public
attitude, as shown in their rejection of modern
civil institutions, aggression towards the “other”,
general apathy and little participation in civil life,
and passivity in the face of political violence. As
Dr Laith Kubba, former IFID Director and
current spokesman for the Iragi government, has
pointed out: “There is confusion over the role of
Islam in public life, as there are conflicts between
traditions and modernity as well as conflicting
interpretations of Islamic teaching.”

The abuse of Islam in public life has shown itself
in the religious violence against other Muslims,
let alone non-Muslims, in Iraq, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia, etc. and the spread of Osama bin Laden’s
ideas. That is why Dr Talib Aziz, one of the
designers of the IFID course and an educator in
democracy in the Middle East, believes in “the
need for an Islamic-based civic curriculum that
combines Qur’anic concepts with modern civic
values and human development”.

These courses were designed mainly for the
needs of Muslim youth and to provide them with
mental and material tools as well as basic life
skills that would aid them in their public activity
and practical life. There should be a serious
understanding for Muslim youth problems and
their inclusion in public activity to express
themselves as an alternative way to frustration,
violence...etc. More than half of the Arab
population (of nearly 300 millions) are under 30.
In Britain more than 60% of the Muslim youth
population are 35. These percentages reflect the
seriousness of addressing the matter of the youth.
Also there should be a bigger role for women to
play as with their flexible mentality and more
humane approach to complement Muslim men
in modern society. Double standard and
medieval mentality towards women status, in
public and private should be discarded
Eventually, it will be the Muslims who will be
able to help themselves and be in tune with the
global movement to address these two key
aspects, that is, the lack of rational humanity in
the Muslim approach and traditions, and the
Muslims’ responsibility to face the crisis in state
and religious education by introducing Civic
Participation.

It is not rational to say that the actions of violent
Muslim groups are not Islamic, for they do draw
heavily on Islamic sources.

It is not enough simply to condemn the
indiscriminate killings and their perpetrators, for
these crimes continue to be repeated.

It is important to understand why extremists are
carrying out such horrific acts, so that Muslims
can play a principal role in producing a solution
to this problem and in overcoming the current
crisis that is affecting the world.

1. Arabic Elaph- Interview with the Jordian Abu
Qutabe, close friend To Zarqawi, 19/7/05
Elaphweb/politics12005/7/77159.htm

1 If a woman or girl is merely suspected of
fornication or adultery, she is killed by her
relatives.

As of July 2005.

Ziauddin Sardar, New Statesman, 18 July 2005.
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The Ultimate Internal Battle of Muslim Society

Role of Ibn Taymiyyah political Fatwa’s that are

used today by suicidal bombers

. The bombing of the Bus and Underground services in London on 7 July 2005,

2 in which at least 56 people were killed and 700 injured (as well as the attempted
bombing on 21 July 2005), was murder, pure and simple. It has turned out that
the atrocity was perpetrated by Muslims, who were clearly degenerate and

Dr. Najah Kadhim

The Director of IFID
and a Senior
University Lecturer
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devoid of any humanity. As Muslims, my co-religionists and I are deeply shocked that a crime
was committed against innocent civilians in the name of Islam.

The Qur’an clearly forbids such behaviour and the
consciences of the vast majority of Muslims cannot
condone such a heinous murder. I feel the greatest
sympathy for my fellow British citizens in their
horrific experience during and after the tragedy. Yet,
feel equal sympathy for the innocent civilians in my
country of origin, Iraq, of whom scores are killed daily
— even women and children are not spared — in the
indiscriminate attacks by violent groups in the name
of religion. Those murderers are of the same ilk as the
perpetrators of the bombing in London.

Itis understandable that the modern phenomena of
suicide bombers is very complex and a number
factors such as psychological, sociological,
political....etc come into play. However this article
will not discuss the anger and frustration expressed by
these groups due to political grievances or western
injustices and will tackle the historical as well as the
narrow mediaeval theological aspects used by these
groups to justify their killings to Muslims(as Sharm el
Sheik very recently) and non Muslims.

On a superficial level, one may consider Osama bin
Laden and his fellow Muslims to be merely a cult.
Like David Quresh, who led a mass suicide in Wako,
Texas in the 1980s, and the Reverend Jim Jones, the
leader of the mass suicide in Guyana in November
1978, they are totally self-absorbed and do not feel the
pain and sufferings of others.

On a deeper level, however, these groups and the
stream of young people that they produce to
implement their policies draw their legitimacy from
Islamic sources, namely, a tradition of a rigid
interpretation of the Text, dominated by patriarchal
concepts that have been long since outdated.

There are two aspects that need to be examined to
understand these phenomena.

One aspect is a serious analysis of the intellectual
dimension. Today, the dominant mode of thought and
articulation espoused by scholars of Islam is the
discourse on Islamic heritage. It is best exemplified by
the tradition of Islamic jurisprudence (figh), which is
based on medieval systems of jurisprudence, yet
which exhibits little awareness of modern
philosophical thinking, psychological insight and
social practices. Moreover, in the Middle Ages, the
fuquh?’ (jurisprudents) developed concepts and rules,
some of which were based on violence and which are
now being used by extremists to justify their actions.
These concepts need to be confronted and dealt with
to cleanse them of all violence. The killing of an
apostate and the stoning to death of someone who has
committed fornication (neither of which is mentioned
in the Qur’an) are cases in point.

Clearly, philosophical and rational disciplines seem to

be missing from the list of authoritative models of
Islamic self-understanding.

Imam al-Ghazali, a very prominent scholar of Islam in
the Middle Ages, waged a campaign against the
philosophers, as is clearly discernible in his famous
work, Tahafut al-Falasifa [The Incoherence of
Philosophy]. Nevertheless, the significant fact is that
although al-Ghazali rejected philosophy, he still
supported the appropriate use of logic and its
principles, considering it an admirable element of
thought. His students went even further by destroying
everything related to the mind, a process that
culminated in the period dominated by the ideas of
Ibn Taymiyyah, another very prominent scholar of the
twelfth century AC. This resulted in a lethargy of
scholarship, for Ibn Taymiyyah rejected philosophy
and logic, believing that both disciplines
contaminated and debased Islam. His views generated
a culture that purged everything considered un-
Islamic in the thought and practice of society and
which was followed by the “purification” of Islam
itself as well as putting political rules that are used
today by Takifri groups to justify their un speak able
.brutality. This was best exemplified in the period of
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahab, Sinnousi and
Scharkani. The absence of rational inquiry and the
predominance of the literal reading of Textual dictates
contributed towards the decrease in the interaction of
the human element and the Text. The Qur’an was no
longer at the centre, with its influence radiating in all
directions, interacting with the human intellect and the
changing circumstances of human society, and thus
enabling a positive advancement in human
civilization. Instead, it became a rigid, impermeable
sphere that imprisoned the human imagination and
even creativity itself. These negative developments
prepared the Muslim world for a long period of
decline, especially after the bitter experience of the
Ottoman Empire, which continued into the early
twentieth century. Although there appeared new
imams who seemed to have new ideas based on
modern circumstances, in reality they were only
repeating what had been said in the fifth century AH,
since they were using the same old epistemological
patterns and tools.

The introduction of these new ideas resulted in new
political-social and even psychological attitudes, as
indicated by Mawdudi’s thinking. It was based on his
fascination (some see it as his own invention) with the
concept of God as the “Judge of all”, the “Sovereignty
of God”, the increasingly stringent “cleansing” of
Islam and Muslim society from “foreign impurities”
and the warranty of “the purity of Islam and its
followers”. This type of thinking restricted Muslims to
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Basra’s main security building was
invaded by people who were looking at
the records in a last hope of finding the
fate of their relatives whom they had
lost during the Saddam’s regime. Most
of them were buried alive. While
everyone was busy with taking the most
valuable things from the security
building, weak voices were heard
coming from the ground. Everyone was
scared. The troops came and after
thorough investigations they found that
there was a big prison in the basement
where people were kept for months
without seeing the day light. When they
saw the troops open the prison, they did
not know what was going on around
them but later they even couldn’t
believe that they were free again. There
are many terrible stories about prisoners
and how they were tortured. Mass
graves were discovered but no one
knew the identity of the dead bodies. It
was the end of a brutal, unmerciful and
dictatorial regime and the beginning of
a new time of challenge.

Colleges were reopened and
teaching was resumed in a very
unstable situation. My colleagues from
outside Basra returned to their rooms in
the residency halls only to find their
books, notes and everything burned or

looted! We formed very large study
groups to share notes, books and
studying materials. The students were
all remarkable. Despite losing their
notes and books they managed to study
and prepare for the exams. I cannot
forget the days when we had to study
with dim lamp light because the
electricity was interrupted due to the
complete destruction of the main
electricity stations in addition to the
damage caused by looting. Summer in
Basra is very hot and humid but despite
the sweating and humidity, we all kept
on studying. One starts finding his
abilities when he is exposed to difficult
conditions. We were all afraid that they
would ask us to repeat the final year
again as there were no official
government or ministries at that time.
Shortly afterward, the temporary
government was established and the
dates for the final year’s exams were
confirmed. It was 2 months later than
the usual date but at least we would be
able to finish the year. The Dean, Prof.
Imad, made a very important step to
make our exams accredited. He
arranged with the Royal Colleges in the
UK to send examiners who were
involved in our final exams viva and
they really did come! They were

astonished when they saw the good
performance of the students despite all
the mess!

One month later, we all finished the
scheduled written and clinical exams
and everything settled down. For us,
war did not end until we finished our
exams. We only had to wait for the
results. A couple of weeks later, we got
our exam results and the success rate
was very high. Basra College of
medicine got a special award for having
this high success rate. Most of my
colleagues passed and I passed with a
distinction mark. Oh God, I couldn’t
believe it when they announced my
result. I shall always remember that the
BBC was there when we had the
graduation ceremony on the ruins of the
football field. “Well done Laith” this
was what the Chancellor of the
University told me when he gave me
the “first student” prize. I had
encouraging words from my colleagues
and everyone was clapping. Our
certificates were not just graduation
certificates but they meant all those
memories we had and all those bloody
scenes we saw.

Quoted from “Studying under fire”
Student BMJ, 2007

/" Celebration for the Eid 2007

relationship of the Iraqi community and spread the joy,
particularly among children. The Iraqi Welfare Association
(IWA) arranged a festivity for the Eid on 14th October and
23rd December this year at the Brentside High School. The
programme included a variety of activities, commencing with
Quranic reciting and introductory words on behalf of the IWA.
This is followed by a play by the artist Amin Al-Shati and
singing the national anthem. There was also exciting games
and displays by a magician and competitions among children
and adults. All children below the age of 5 years received
\presents. There was facility to eat and charity market.

community.

concerned.

Family Affairs Committee 0

For the sake of promoting strong ties among Iraqi
families and guided by Quran (Sura Alnisaa:35),
which deals with the solution to prevent divorce and
separation in Muslim community, a Committee has
been set up in London to find solutions to prevent
marital problems such as divorce. This has become
an unfortunately an increasing problem in our

The Committee consists of a group of scholars
specialist in jurisprudential issues, specialist
doctors, psychologist and specialists in social
affairs. The committee will in rotation meet every
Sunday 3-6 pm at the Imam’s Ali Association, in
order to receive messages and letters of the
problems and to arrange meetings for the parties

In order to assist families who wish to benefit from
the work of this committee, please contact the
Committee at:

56 Brondesbury Park, London, NW6 7AX
Telephone: 02084590193, Fax: 02084511072

Email: family @najaf.org /
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Studying under fire

Place: Basra, Iraq
Time: April-July 2003

Dr. Laith K Qassim
Alrubaiy

It happened 4 years ago but to me it seems like yesterday. A few months

A Hia were left to my final exams after which I would be a fully qualified doctor
when it was declared that war was at our doors. None of us knew what to

do. For the last six years, everyone had been waiting for this final year but we were told
that it might be postponed and that we might need to study for another year because of

the war.

A mixture of fear and hope did exist at
the time. We all wanted the regime to be
changed but we also wanted to see our
graduation certificates. I was doing my
internship in Medicine at Basra Teaching
Hospital. Many students who were from
outside Basra returned home leaving their
books, notes and study materials at the
residency halls. They preferred to be with
their families. I was one of the few students
who stayed during these few weeks which
preceded the war when everyone was
thinking of ways to survive. At my house,
we filled a room with extra food and
prepared special tanks to store kerosene for
lamps and cooking. We had to tape the glass
of the windows so that they would not
break into pieces and cause injuries. We
collected some water for drinking as we
were afraid that Saddam might pollute the
drinking water and we made an air tight
room in the basement just in case we should
be exposed to chemical weapons. Tanks and
soldiers were everywhere day and night.
Believe it or not, it was war!

I kept continued to prepare for the final
exams despite the announcement that
studies were suspended all over the country.
May be I used studying as a way not to
think of what was going on around me. I
made a schedule to revise my books and
lectures and tried to stick to it.

War started a few weeks later. At night,
we could hear bombing and during the day
smoke was everywhere. But still I decided
to keep on studying. I was encouraged by
my dad and mum who were an endless
support to me. Nobody knew whether they
would still be alive the next day or not. Fear
of death became more vivid in those days.

There was a severe shortage of medical
staff. Therefore, I decided to volunteer to
help deal with the huge number of injured
patients at Basra Teaching hospital as I

could put intravenous line, give fluids, and
perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation and
some minor operations like suturing. The
way to the hospital was terribly scary. The
hospital was only 15 minutes walk from my
home but it took me a long time to get there
as I had to walk under cover to avoid
wandering bullets and missiles. For that
reason, my father did not want me to go but
I could not just stand and watch all those
causalities without doing something. After
all, it did not matter where you were, as
everything and everyone could be a target.
The situation might be better in Basra
than in Baghdad but it was war regardless
of its place or severity. The coalition troops
entered Basra a few weeks after the start of
the war. We thought that was the end but it
was just the beginning. Hospitals and health
centres were looted due to the lack of
security. I saw drugs, bandages, syringes
and other medical equipment scattered
everywhere. People did not know the value
of what they were looting. I remember that
I saw an old lady taking computers
monitors from a government building. She
turned to me and said “Why you are
standing like this, there are good televisions
out there, go and take some!!”. Drug stores
were burned after they were completely
looted. The funny thing was that we were
told by the government during the war that
there were no available medical supplies
and we had to rationalize our use but that
appeared to be just a big lie. Many medical
basics and drugs were in stores. The
government used these lies as a way to gain
some international empathy. I could
understand why people put their hands over
the food stores but I don’t think there was a
reasonable explanation to loot drug stores
and throw medicine into streets. Thank God
that the troops protected my college
building where all our records were kept.
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Iraqgi Welfare Association (IWA)
Serving our community for a brighter future

Our Services to our community includes:
* Free advice regarding welfare issues,
health awareness, elderly care,
immigration and citizenship, organising
seminars, conferences covering social
and cultural issues; trips and summer
camps for families and youth celebrating
national events, participating in rebuilding
Iraq. Provide service to send donations to
the needy people in Irag.

Opining Hours:
Monday-Friday 10AM-5PM

* Note: Advice regarding welfare issues,
immigration and citizenship are by
appointments only; please contact our
offices to arrange an appointment,
which are as follows:

- Main Office: 10AM - 5PM, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday

- Wembley Office: 10AM - 5PM Monday,
Wednesday and Friday
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In the Name of God,

the Merciful, the Compassionate

This time, Al-Mahjer, the magazine
produced by the Iraqi Welfare
Association, (IWA), will appear
after just passing through three great
celebrations. First we had the Eid
Al-Adha (the annual pilgrimage
celebration), which took place 19-22
December, the Christmas and the
New Year. The IWA extends its
warm and sincere congratulations to
the Iraqi and British people on the
occasions of these three festivities.
We particularly wish all, Iraqi and
British communities, a happy and
prosperous year 2008.

IWA has had a good year during
2007. It has continued offering
multiple services to the Iraqi
community through our office at
Wembley Park. We extended these
services through our newly opened
office at Edgware Road since May
2007. Hundreds of Iraqis were
assisted and counselled on matters
concerning emigration, housing,
disability and legal aspects. The
Iraqi community has been and will
always be welcome to visit these two
offices at the working hours to
receive an honest and expert advice
on these matters. Telephone services
are also available throughout the
day. We have been able to organize
numerous social/educational trips in
many areas of the UK and abroad so
that the Iraqi community will benefit

INTRODUCTION

IWA and
the
Continuing
Services to
the Iraqi
Community

Dr A. Sahib El-Radhi

Iraqi Welfare Association

from getting to know each other, as
well as learning and enjoying the
beautiful countryside of the UK and
abroad.

Needless to say, these services may
be obtainable elsewhere at various
official, governmental departments
in London. However, officials at the
IWA offices are Iraqis so there will
be no language barrier. The Iraqi
visitors can express themselves
freely without the difficulty they
may face if they attend these official
departments. Iraqis are also
receiving information regarding
their rights while living in this
country.

IWA has done its utmost through
discussion and meetings within the
Iragi  community aimed  at
facilitating the integration with the
British society. Our aim 1is to
encourage the dialogue between the
two communities as well as to
enforce the views that the culture,
laws and orders of the society are to
be respected.

Finally, we have been organising and
actively participating in meetings
and conferences to help rebuild Iraq.
We will continue do so with all
resources and energy we have to see
a prosperous and peaceful Iraq.



m
py
O
>
=
U
N
=,
=]
~

“




w A = " -'\ i\ i .
| [\ A A A, ’
| A A 2 o
w ‘ - W\ 'I:\ N’ )
I \

= ' I",It-‘l'. I'-.‘
(oY ] \\ :\.

A\
\!

\
1

Al-Mahjeris an independant social Magazine, produced by J r

Iraqi Welfare Association for Iragi community in the UK. ) |

o (Civilisation built upon Tolerance
o The Uttimate Internal Battle of Muslim Society

N
Oy
-
- )
)
3
3.
=
x
g
o
o
m
=
=
[1°]




